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An intimate 
conversation with a 
visionary for change 
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System 
Overhaul 


ADVOCATING JUSTICE • BUILDING COMMUNITY 



A Look at "the greatest 
local and political pioneer 
of race relations in the 
20th century" 

Remembering the Legacy ofTheodore 
Berry (1905-2000) 

By: Dr. Michael Washington 

Professor of History & Director of Afro-American 

Studies, Northern Kentucky University 

D uring the month of February, citizens 
of Cincinnati should take the time to 
honor and commemorate the extraordinary 
accomplishments of the greatest local and political 
pioneer of race relations in the 20th century, the 
Honorable Theodore M. Berry. After graduating 
class valedictorian from Woodward High School 
in 1924, Berry went to enroll in the University of 
Cincinnati, where he earned a law degree in 1931. 

A year later he was admitted to Ohio Bar and 


To so many African Americans, Cincinnati was a symbol of freedom, 
a place that once they reached their voices may finally be heard. We 
honor those who came before us; the brave men and women who made 
their ideas reality, who fought in the face of adversity, and those who 
dedicated their lives to equality. 


became the head of the Cincinnati Branch of the 
NAACP serving in that capacity until 1946. In 
1938 he was appointed the first black assistant 
prosecuting attorney for Hamilton County. 

His political career began in 1947, with an 
unsuccessful bid for City Council. Redemption 
came in 1949 when he won a Council seat and 
became chairman of the finance committee. From 
that position he led a controversial battle to create 
a city income tax. In 1955, he was elected Vice 
Mayor of Cincinnati, which created fears among 
whites that he would become the first African 
American mayor to lead the city. That fear became 
real when almost two decades later in 1972, he was 
elected mayor of the city and served for four years. 

It is important for local citizens not to forget 
that Mayor Berry's contributions to society are 
not restricted to the Cincinnati area but include 
the nation. In 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson 
appointed Berry to head the Office of Economic 
Opportunity's Community Action Programs that 
included Head Start, Job Corps and Legal Services. 
Berry's initiatives proved to be some of the most 
successful victories in President Johnson's war on 
poverty. 



Source: www.libraries.uc.edu 


African American Achievements 


B lack History Month originated in 1926 by 
Carter Godwin Woodson as Negro History 
Week. The month of February was chosen in 
honor of Frederick Douglass and Abraham 
Lincoln, who were both born in that month. 

• C.B. Brooks invented the street sweeper in 1896. 

It was a truck equipped with brooms. 

• Henry Brown created what is now known as a 
"strongbox", a metal container to store money 
and important papers that could be locked with 
a key. 

• Mark Dean along with his co-inventor Dennis 
Moelle created a microcomputer system with 
bus control means for peripheral processing 
devices. This invention allows the use of 
computer plug-ins like disk drives, speakers, 
scanners, etc... 

• African-American surgeon Charles R. Drew is 
often credited with the invention of the first 
large-scale blood bank. 

• Sarah E. Goode invented a bed that folded up 
into a cabinet in 1885. Contrary to popular 
belief, she was not the first African-American 
woman to receive a patent, but the second. 

•In 1899, African-American golf fan Dr. George 
Franklin Grant received a patent for the world's 
first golf tee. Grant, however, never marketed his 
invention, instead giving the tees away to friends 
and fellow golfers. 


• Thomas L. Jennings was the first African- 
American to receive a patent in 1821. It was for a 
dry-cleaning process in 1821. He used the money 
earned from the patent to purchase relatives out 
of slavery and support abolitionist causes. 

• Frederick Jones held over 60 patents, with most 
of them pertaining to refrigeration. His portable 
air conditioner was used in World War II to 
preserve medicine and blood serum. 

• Dr. Maulana Karenga created the African- 
American holiday, Kwanzaa, in 1966. 

• History has credited Thomas Edison with the 
invention of the light bulb, but fewer people 
know about Lewis Latimer's innovations toward 
its development. Until Latimer's process for 
making carbon filament, Edison's light bulbs 
would only burn for a few minutes. Latimer's 
filament burned for several hours. 

• Joseph Lee invented a bread-making machine 
that mixed the ingredients and kneaded the 
dough in 1895. 

• John Love invented the pencil sharpener in 1897. 

• Thomas J. Martin patented a fire extinguisher in 
1872. 

• Bridget "Biddy" Mason founded the First African 
Methodist Episcopalian church in Los Angeles. 

• Alexander Miles of Duluth, Minnesota patented 
an electric elevator in 1887 with automatic doors 
that would close off the shaft way, thus making 


elevators safer. 

• George T. Sampson invented a clothes dryer that 
used heat from a stove in 1892. 

• Radio personalities Hal Jackson and Percy 
Sutton co-founded the Inner City Broadcasting 
Corporation (ICBC). They also acquired WLIB, 
which became the first African-American owned 
and operated station in New York. 

• Joseph Winters invented a fire escape ladder in 
1878. 

• Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall said 
he was punished for misbehavior in school by 
being forced to write copies of the Constitution. 

He said this later piqued his interest in politics. 

• Buffalo Soldiers is the name given to the all¬ 
black regiments of the U.S. Army started in 

1866. More than 20 Buffalo Soldiers received the 
highest Medal of Honor for their service—the 
highest number of any U.S. military unit. The 
oldest living Buffalo Soldier, Mark Matthews, 
died at the age of 111 in 2005. 

• For a time during his youth, future politician 
Barack Obamareferred to himself as "Barry." 

Barack Obama won Best Spoken Word Album at 
the Grammy Awards for the abridged audio book 
of his autobiography Dreams from My Father 
and the nonfiction work, The Audacity of Hope. 

• In addition to her career in Washington D.C., 
Condoleezza Rice is an accomplished pianist 

See Achievements, P. 3 
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BYTHE 

NUMBERS 


1969 

Theyear"Die Nigger, Die" 
was published. This was a 
powerful auto biography 
by H. Rap Brown who 
was a revolutionary in the 
Black Power Movement as 
chairman of SNCC and ex- 
officio member of the Black 
Panther Party. 

(Page 5) 


7 - 4-2011 

The national campaign 
called 1 Voice. It is aimed at 
uniting communities and 
working towards lifting 
people out of poverty. 
(Page 8) 


23 

The numbers of years 
Caracole has been 
involved in the HIV/AIDS 
Community in Ohio. 
(Page 6) 


14 

Years to life, the sentence 
for being convicted of a 
homosexual act in Uganda. 
(Page 10) 


16 

The amount of years 
Thomas and Mary 
Chapman have been playing 
music in Over the Rhine 
on Sundays. 

(Page 14) 


14 

The age Martin Zeinway 
came to the United States 
from Liberia. 

(Page 16) 


Editorial 


Streetwise 

I tried several times to sit down and write an editorial. I had a bunch of ideas 
though none could justify the celebration of this month. As a white girl in my 
twenties I can respect the struggle but my words can never truly justify the 
emotions of a people who had to fight tooth and nail for equality. I received a 
submission from one of our distributors; I will let him give his opinion on Black 
History Month as my editorial. 

Love, Peace, Equality 
Jen Martin, Editor 

My Salute to Black History Month 

Lee McCoy 

Streetvibes Distributor and Contributing Writer 
Mom and Dad: 

I wish you could have been there to see it, a historic moment. I remember when I 
was a little boy, ya'II used to tell me "A black man will never be president", and you 
had me believing that I would never see this happen in my lifetime. You didn't get 
to see it, but I did. January 20, 2007,1 saw what you thought would never happen, 
it was unbelievable. I remember back in 1968,1 was a teenager and Cincinnati 
was on fire after the assassinationof MLK. I believe the term was "burn, baby 
burn!" Word spread, no pun intended, like wild fire. They had killed our greatest 
leader, MLK. All of Avondale was on fire. You see back then it wasn't black men, 
it was a nigger. Here was a man who was preaching a simple beliefthat one day 
a man will be judged not by the color of his skin and we will be free at last, free at 
last. 

And even as you read this, there is so much prejudice today. In any city there is 
a Justice Center. Or as anyone in any hood calls it, the "Just for us" Center. Our 
founding fathers came here with a constitution, even today it's a joke. There 
is a different set of laws and it'snot justice for all. Those who can pay, they will 
go free. I don't have the actual number but common sense will tell you that all 
across the greatcountry there are more black people locked up than whites. I 
gave you the law of the land, you do the math. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to 
figure this out. 2 + 2 is still 4, or is it? Only in America it could be something else. 
Let's look at something, in my mind the greatest heroeswere the slaves captured 
by their own brothers for some promise and then imprisoned by the very ones 
they helped. Hauled away in the belly of ships, where so many died and became 
shark food, all in the pursuit of this'Great America'. Where their sweat blood and 
tears on their backs. I don't have to tell you who I am talking about, even Stevie 
Wonder can see this. They came to a new country where they had to learn a new 
language and they were taught greed through one simple response, "Yes Master". 
The greatest of these people were the black women, fareand fine. The master 
would take them and the women had no say in the matter. This countrypromised 
40 acres and a mule, big shit. Did ithappen? I think not. 

One thing I don't understand, Black History month is in the shortest month of 
the year. Come on America, don't you know that Black people celebrate when 
it's hot.. .when we can barbeque, fixin; greens, and corn bread. Where the scent 
of food is everywhere, I love that smell. While I am talking about love, I have to 
remember February is also the month of Valentine's Day. Love is supposed to be 
in the air, cupid shooting his arrow. I hope he is a good match maker and not just 
shooting happy. 
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African American Achievements 


Continued from page 1 

who has accompanied cellist Yo-Yo Ma, played 
with soul singer Aretha Franklin, and performed 
for Queen Elizabeth II. A serious student, 
Condoleezza Rice entered college at the age of 
15, and was an assistant professor at Stanford by 
age 26. 

• Before Branch Rickey offered future hall- 
of-famer Jackie Robinson the contract that 
integrated professional baseball, he personally 
tested Robinson's calm reactions to the racial 
slurs and insults he knew the player would have 
to endure. 

• After retiring from baseball, hall-of-famer Jackie 
Robinson helped establish the African-American 
owned and controlled Freedom Bank. 

• Reverend Al Sharpton preached his first sermon 
at the age of four, and toured with world-famous 
gospel singer, Mahalia Jackson. 

• Upon her death in 2003, singer Nina Simone's 
ashes were spread across the continent of Africa, 
per her last request. 

• Phillis Wheatley was the first published African- 
American poet with her 1774 collection, Poems 


on Various Subjects. In order to prove she was 
the author, she had to submit her work to 
examination by a group of Boston intellectuals, 
and defend her literary ability in court. 

• Before Forest Whitaker was a film star, he was 
accepted to the Music Conservatory at the 
University Of Southern California (USC) to study 
opera as a tenor. 

• NFL player John Williams competed in two Super 
Bowls before he quit the league to become a 
dentist. 

• Lewis and Clark were accompanied by York, 
a black slave, when they made their 1804 
expedition from Missouri to Oregon. York's 
presence aided in their interactions with the 
Native Americans they encountered. 

• The first major black super-hero, the Black 
Panther, made his debut in Fantastic Four No. 52 
in July of 1966. 

• The banjo originated in Africa and up until the 

1800s was considered an instrument only played 
by blacks. 

• According to the 
American Community 
Survey, in 2005 there 
were 2.4 million black 
military veterans in 
the United States -the 
highest of any minority 
group. 

• The Shakespeare 
Memorial Theatre at 
Stratford-upon-Avon 
honored Ira Aldridge 
with a bronze plaque. 
He is the only African- 
American actor to 
receive this tribute. 


Cincinnati's Time Line to Equality 
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• BET was the first African-American controlled 
company to sell shares on the New York Stock 
Exchange. 

• In 1993, Maya Angelou recited her poem "On 
the Pulse of Morning" at President Bill Clinton's 
inauguration. She was the first poet to do an 
inaugural recitation since Robert Frost spoke for 
President John F. Kennedy in 1961. 

• Two years after she played the role of Dorothy 
Dandridge, the first African-American woman 
to earn an Academy Award nomination for Best 
Actress, Halle Berry actually became the first 
African-American woman to win the Oscar for 
Best Actress. 

• Dominique Dawes was the first African- 
American to win an individual event medal in 
gymnastics. 

• In 1989, African-American David Dinkins, 
became the first non-white Mayor of New York 
City. 

• Grandmaster Flash and the Furious Five became 
the first rap group to earn induction into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. 

• The first African-American woman to make 
it into the U.S. Cabinet was Patricia Roberts 
Harris, the 1977 Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

• Thurgood Marshall was the first African- 
American to serve on the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

• Robert Robinson Taylor was the first 
professionally-educated black architect in the 
United States. 

• Booker T. Washington was the first African- 
American invited to the White House. 

• On April 7,1940, educator and author Booker T. 
Washington became the first African-American 
to be depicted on a United States postage stamp. 

• Oprah Winfrey became the first female U.S. 
billionaire in 2003. 


Street Life 


A Way of Life 


Riccardo Taylor 
Contributing Writer 

H ow often do we find ourselves in a dilemma, 

IN WHICH WE HAVE NO READY ANSWERS TO 
CORRECT OR OTHERWISE RELIEVE OURSELVES FROM? I 
WOULD SUGGEST THAT IN MOST CASES IT IS SOMETHING 
THAT WE NEVER THINK ABOUT, YET THERE IS A REALITY 
TO ITS OCCURRENCE. OFTEN WE ENCOUNTER OBSTA¬ 
CLES, OR AGAIN DILEMMAS IN OUR LIVES, AND WE PUT 
THEM EITHER ASIDE, OR ON THE BACK BURNER, NEVER 
SEEKING RELIEF OR A REMEDY FOR THE PROBLEM, AND 
I WOULD SUGGEST THAT IT IS INDEED A PROBLEM IN 
MOST INSTANCES. YET I FIND IT TO BE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE NATURE OF MAN TO NOT VIEW THESE OCCUR¬ 
RENCES as such. Instead we look upon them as 

JUST A MOMENTARY DELAY, OR MOMENTARY SET BACK. 

However, I realize that it is much more than 

THAT, ESPECIALLY WHEN THE OCCURRENCE HAPPENS 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN! It BECOMES A WAY TO HANDLE 

life's situations, and our way of dealing with ad¬ 
versity. How EASY IS IT FOR US TO SAY THAT WAS JUST 
ONE OF THE MOMENTS THAT WE HAVE TO DEAL WITH, 
INSTEAD OF VIEWING IT FOR WHAT IT REALLY IS? 

Well, it's just a way of life! Counting the 
up and downs as if they are equal. Taking 
everything in stride, as if the good and the 
bad are all one and the same. Some say it 
is what it is. Others just shrug and keep the 
step. Yet, for the majority of us it comes back 
to haunt us. Accepting things the way they 
are, when it's not healthy or productive we 
tend to chalk it to the game. It becomes a 
way of life. To walk that walk or talk that 
talk, never looking ahead, or behind for 


that matter we tell ourselves, that's life. 

Our reality is put on hold until the obscure 
takes its place and the whole thing is turned 
upside down. Life's circumstances become a 
challenge beyond our ability to cope, so we 
just forge ahead with what ever comes along. 
It's a way of life. So, in a Kafkvian way of 
thinking, does it appeal to the senses? 

The answer again lies in our perception. 

Is it a way of life, or perhaps the life of our 
ways? The unquestionable reality says that 
it is! As our perception goes so does our 
reality. Often we believe a thing, and it is 
our reality, yet there is another reality that 
says different. Knowing and respecting the 
difference is the key for understanding "a 
way of life". The idea that our perceptions 
are different, and that our realities will be 
different is the crossroad that intercepts our 
contracts of community engagement. How 
easy is it for me to see that you are out of 
touch with the happenings, when you are 
thinking the exact same thing about me! 

So, as we both sulk in our own realities 
we search for ways and means to dislodge 
each other's position. At odds with our ideas, 
concepts and realities we become unspoken 
enemies viewed with distrust and ambience 
towards one another we continue the 
charade of acceptance. 

It's a way of life! Standing on one's own 
principal, playing by one's own rules giving 
no ground to the outsider, fraught with the 
suspicions, pressing the exclusion while 
giving that everlasting sneer concealed by 
a bright smile which says all are welcomed, 
but please don't come. 



Riccardo Taylor 
Source: Aimie Willhoite 
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Die Nigger Die! 


Excerpts from the 
1969 autobiography, 

Die Nigger Die! 

by H. Rap Brown 

M y first contact with white america was 

marked by her violence, for when a white 
doctor pulled me from between my mother's legs 
and slapped my wet ass, I, as every other negro in 
america, reacted to this man-inflicted pain with a 
cry. A cry that america has never allowed to cease; 
a cry that gets louder and more intense with age; 
a cry that can only be heard and understood by 
others who live behind the color curtain. A cry? Or 
was it a scream? Whatever it was, we accepted it. 

I had been born in "america, the land of the 
free.'To insure my country's freedom, my father 
was somewhere fighting, for this was a year of the 
second war to end all wars — World War II. This 
was October 4,1943, and victory was in the air. 

The world would now be safe for democracy. 

But who 
would insure 
my freedom? 
Who would 
make 

democracy 
safe for 
Black 
people? 
America 
recognized 
long ago 
what 

negroes now 
examine in 
disbelief: 
every Black 
birth in 
america is 
political. 

With each 

new birth comes a potential challenge to the 
existing order. Each new generation brings forth 
untested militancy. America's ruling class now 
experiences what Herod must have at the birth 
of "Christ": "Go and search ... and when ye have 
found him, bring me word again, that I may come 
and worship him also." America doesn't know 
which Black birth is going to be the birth that will 
overthrow this country. 

The threat to america, however, does not exist 
in negro america, but rather as a result of negro 
america. If one examines the structure of this 
country closely he will note that there are three 
basic categories: they are white america, negro 
america, and Black america. The threat to the 
existing structure comes from Black america, 
which exists in contradiction to both white 
and negro america. It is the evolution of these 
contradictions that has given rise to the present 
revolutionary conditions. Revolution is indeed 
inevitable, and, as the cycle of change closes 
around america's racist environment, the issue of 
color becomes more pertinent. 

Color is the first thing Black people in america 
become aware of. You are born into a world that 
has given color meaning and color becomes the 
single most determining factor of your existence. 
Color determines where you live, how you live 
and, under certain circumstances, if you will live. 

Color determines your friends, your education, 
your mother's and father's jobs, where you play, 
what you play and, more importantly, what 
you think of yourself. (Al-Amin, J., excerpt from 
chapter one). 

In and of itself, color has no meaning. But the 
white world has given it meaning — political, 
social, economic, historical, physiological 
and philosophical. Once color has been given 
meaning, an order is thereby established. If you 
are born Black in america, you are the last of that 


order. 

The biggest difference between being known 
as a Black man or a negro is that if you're Black, 
then you do everything you can to fight white 
folks. If you're negro, you do everything you can 
to appease them. If you're Black, you're constantly 
in and out of trouble, because you're always 
messing with "the man." If white folks say it's more 
cultured to whisper, you talk loud. If white folks 
say gray suits are fashionable, you go buy a pink 
one. If they say america is great, you say america 
ain't shit. Chairman Mao says,"Whatever the 
enemy supports, we oppose. Whatever the enemy 
opposes, we support." I hadn't read Chairman 
Mao when I was in high school, but I already 
understood that fundamental revolutionary 
principle. I knew white folks couldn't do wrong 
right, so whatever they thought was good, I knew 
wasn't. 

A lot of people, Black and white, have the 
impression that those of us who got involved 
in the Movement, when it started in 1960, were 
fighting for integration. That's the way the white 
press interpreted the sit-ins and freedom rides 
and all that. But what they didn't understand 
was that none of us was concerned about 
sitting down next to a white man and eating a 
hamburger. Anybody who thinks that is reflecting 
white nationalism. That's that white supremacist 
attitude. Nothing is good unless it can be done in 
the company of white people. We would've been 
some kind of fools to get beaten up, spat on and 
jailed the way a lot of folks did just to sit down at a 
lunch counter beside a white person. Integration 
was never our concern. In fact, integration is 
impractical. You cannot legislate an attitude and 
integration is based upon an attitude of mutual 
acceptance and respect between two racial or 
cultural groups in the society. A law can govern 
behavior, but attitudes cannot be forced or 
enforced, and what the Civil Rights Movement was 
concerned with was controlling the animalistic 
behavior of white people. I resented somebody 
telling me I couldn't eat at a certain place. It wasn't 
that I wanted to eat there. Hell no! I always knew 
we had the best food anyway. But as part of that 
constant battle waged by Black people against 
white america, if white folks didn't want me to eat 
there, in the door I went. If I had a free choice, I'd 
sit in the back of the bus. That's where the heater 
is. We weren't fighting for integration. We were 
letting white folks know that they could no longer 
legislate where we went or what we did. 

Every Black person belongs to the Movement, 
whether he's been on a demonstration or not. The 
lives of Black people are political, because Black 
people carry on a constant war against "the man." 
So I was political, even before I knew the word, 
but it wasn't until I got into high school that I 
became involved in more overt political activities. 
(Al-Amin, J., excerpt from chapter five). 

SNCC, as an organization, had come into 
Alabama after the summer of 1964... People were 
sent in to organize Black 
voters. I went to work in the 
state in the fall of'66. The 
election was coming up... 

We had candidates running 
in Lowndes County, Dallas 
County, and potentially, 

Greene County, where I 
was working. However, in 
Greene County we would 
have to fight just to get the 
candidates on the ballot... 

At first, we just spent our 
time going to meetings and 
getting to know the people, 
just basic organizing. As 
it got closer to election 
time, we found out that the 
power structure didn't have 
any intention of putting 
the Black candidates' 


names on the ballot. So we began to talk about 
a "Freedom Election," which would create a 
parallel government; Black people are 87% of the 
country. We were trying to get people to see that 
people are the real government. Establish your 
own government in opposition to this corrupt 
government and if it calls for a confrontation, 
be prepared for that... People began to dig the 
idea. So I drafted a letter to Johnson, the Attorney 
General, the Governor and the Attorney General 
of Alabama. And I told them that we, the Black 
Panther Party, were gonna hold freedom elections 
and boycott the regular election, because our 
candidates' names would not appear on the 
ballot. 

It was surprising what started to develop then. 
The oldline negro leadership, the ministers, 
and even Mr. Gilmore, didn't want to be labeled 
the Black Panther Party. Gilmore had some 
experience working with SCLC and he was still in 
that integration bag and he liked to take trips up 
north to talk to white folks and shit like that. But 
we were working with the poor people out in the 
community and were developing a base. We were 
gonna hold our own election and let the people 
decide who they wanted. 

One day, a week before the election, George 
Greene and I went downtown... While we were 
there they accused us of trying to steal a gun and 
arrested us for grand larceny. ...It was just a way 
to get us out of action until after the election. They 
held us on $1,000 bond. 

While we were in jail, we saw in the newspapers 
that they had postponed the election as a result 
of the pressure that we had mounted in the 
community. They were claiming that the Freedom 
candidates had been nominated illegally, although 
Alabama has a law which says that they can be 
nominated by mass meeting. Getting the elections 
postponed was a victory for us. 

When we got back to Greene County, we found 
out that George Wallace said his wife had won 
every county but one — Greene County. No 
greater tribute could have been paid to our work 
than that. Wallace said that his wife lost Greene 
County because of the Black Power niggers over 
there. (Al-Amin, J., excerpt from chapter nine). 

Al-Amin, J. (1969, 2002). Die, Nigger, Die!. 
Lawrence Hill Books. 

These excerpts are drawn directly from 
chapters one, five and nine of Die Nigger Die!, 
an autobiography by H. Rap Brown who was 
a powerful revolutionary in the Black Power 
Movement as chairman of SNCC and ex-officio 
member of the Black Panther Party. Rap later 
changed his name to Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin 
and for years lead more than twenty-five Muslim 
groups in Atlanta, Georgia. He is now serving 
a life-sentence in prison after being convicted 
of murdering a sheriff's deputy, a crime many 
believe he never committed and was in fact falsely 
convicted of as a means to imprison him. 
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Prison System Overhaul 



With a prison 
population that 
is housing 33% 
more inmates than 
it is designed to, 
legislators have 
taken it into their 
own hands to 
change the prison 
system. 

By Corey Gibson 
Contributing Writer 

n overhaul of the Ohio prison 
system was set out earlier 
this month. The main goal of the 
new legislation is to manage the 
growth of the prison population, 
reduce spending on corrections, 
and improve the cost-effectiveness 
of existing criminal justice system 
resources and reinvest in strategies 
that can increase public safety. 

The new proposal contains 
elements, such as shortened 
sentences for inmates who complete 
certain programs. These new terms 


would allow inmates time off their 
sentences and diverting first time 
property and drug offenders to 
probation or treatment and not 
prison. Proposals like this were 
rejected by voters in the past. 

By following the blueprint crafted 
by the Council of State Government's 
Justice Center, the state is going to 
be able to cut back on the $8 billion 
deficit and start sending more 
money to education and medical 
priorities and out of the prison 
system. 

Two different ballots in the past 10 
years that petitioned for prisoners 
to be given time off their sentence 
and treatment for incarceration, 
have been turned down by voters. 
But with a prison population that is 


housing 33% more inmates than it is 
designed to, legislators have taken it 
into their own hands to change the 
prison system. 

Stephen JohnsonGrove, an 
attorney at the Ohio Justice 
and Policy Center, said the new 
legislation is going to increase safety, 
reduce prison overcrowding and 
saving the state over $42 million. 

"It saves money by reducing the 
ability of judges to put people in 
prison for low-level nonviolent 
offenses,"said JohnsonGrove. "Those 
include drug offenses, property 
offenses and reduce those offenses 
in varying ways." 

State Sen. Bill Seitz, R-Cincinnati, 
who was enthusiastic about the 
new reform, spoke at a Statehouse 
news conference in the beginning 
of the month and introduced the 
legislation. 

"My mother used to tell me you 
can't fit 10 pounds in a 5-pound bag. 
That's what we're trying to do in 
Ohio," Seitz said. "The time for talk is 
over. No more sticking our heads in 
the sand." 

Sen. Seitz previously tried to get 
the legislation passed last year but 
was turned down by the democrats. 
That legislation, called Senate Bill 
22, sought to use state taxpayer 
dollars in a more efficient way. Some 
of the provision he set forth were 


raising the felony theft threshold 
from $500 to $1,000, increasing the 
potential number of credit days 
inmates can earn based on the type 
of offense, and give the Director 
of the Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation the authority to 
petition for an inmate to be released 
based on good behavior if the inmate 
has served at least 85% of the prison 
term. 

These provisions are going to be 
rolled in with the new legislation. 
Some of the key points in the new 
proposal are toughening sentences 
for the most serious and violent 
crimes, studying better methods of 
restitution payment to victims, and 
offering counties $2,000 for each 
person on felony probation who 
does not go to prison. 


"For so long the lock-em-up 
mentality has been cavalier in costs," 
said JohnsonGrove. "It was 'we 
don't care, we have to lock them up 
because that is good and tough on 
crime." 

JohnsonGrove said this mentality 
turned out to be a bad idea and not 
just because it was a waste of money. 

"When you start to throw people 
into jail all will-nilly, you are more 
likely to make them rescind," said 
JohnsonGrove."Low level non¬ 
violent offenders get put into prison 
and they learn more and they 
become more hardened. Locking 
up more and more people was not 
helping the problem. Incarceration 
was a bad choice." 

And with this new legislation 
less people will be put into the 
prison system and more people will 
be put into treatment programs. 
JohnsonGrove said that locking up 
a drug addict is not helping them 
treat the addiction. By putting these 
people into treatment the addicts 
can get help with their addiction and 
be less likely to commit drug related 
crimes again. 

"A mental and health oriented 
perspective on drug abuse is 
far more productive than any 
corrections oriented perspective on 
drug abuse,"said JohnsonGrove. 

Another big change to the prison 
system is going to be the way 
probation is handled. As of right 


now more than 254,000 people are 
under some form of probation by 
187 different agencies. Since there 
is no coordination between the 
agencies, no standards for what type 
of probation should be joined with 
certain crimes and no studies that 
show the effectiveness of probation, 
people can easily be lost in the 
probation system. 

"No one knows what is going on 
in probation,"said JohnsonGrove. 
"Sometimes they are putting low-risk 
offenders in intensive probation, 
which means more hoops to jump 
through. When you do this you 
damage that person and give them 
more of a chance to rescind." 

The legislation has received 
backing from the American Civil 
Liberties Union, the Buckeye 
Institute and the Ohio Chamber 
of Commerce. It has also received 
bipartisan support, in which both 
parties want to stop the revolving 
door system; a system that gives 
short prison sentences, releases 
the criminal back into society 
unsupervised and then allows the 
person to be put back into prison. 
Seitz described such inmates as 
getting "a short course in Crime 
University." 

The legislation is expected to be 
reintroduced in the 129th General 
Assembly. 



“Locking up more and more people was not helping the problem. 
Incarceration was a bad choice.” 
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My Life at 


Caracole 



Hope for Those Who 
Need it most 

Anonymous 

Let me start with a little about myself and why 
I am here. I have always had a good life with top 
paying jobs and could do just about anything I 
wanted. I was diagnosed with HIV/AIDS about five 
years ago. In April 2010 I became ill with pneumonia 
and my health started to go down hill from that 
point, also the company I was working for went out 
of business around the same time. The company was 
paying me cash and that meant no benefits and no 
more money when the company closed. I left the life 
I was so accustom to and ended up in the Cincinnati 
area homeless. My case manager at Stop AIDS told 
me about Caracole and how they provide housing for 
homeless people living with HIV/AIDS. 

Caracole has a recovery and a traditional housing 
program. The recovery program is for people 
living with drug addictions that need housing. 

The traditional program is for people who just 
need housing. Both programs have the same goal, 
to help each resident accomplish their goals and 
independence. 

When you move in to Caracole, you share a three- 
bedroom apartment with up to two other people. 

You don't only have the support and knowledge 
of all the staff, but also the other residents in the 
program are going through the same things you 
are. The apartments are fully furnished and secure. 
There is staff on the premises at all times. Caracole 
provides you with just about everything you need to 
succeed. You are provided a home atmosphere with 
your own bedroom, food, personal hygiene products 
and a bus card when you need transportation for 


appointments. All the case managers and staff 
are very supportive and willing to help you with 
any problems or things you may need. Caracole is 
committed to keeping you safe and your information 
confidential. One thing I truly believe is that you 
could try your entire life and never be able to 
assemble a top-notch team like you have working for 
you at Caracole. 

As a resident of Caracole I feel fortunate to be in 
the program and working to get my independence. 

I have had the experience of trying to enroll in 
programs...setting appointments...and being 
told they don't have any openings. Then my case 
manager would call and accomplish all I needed. 
Living at the Caracole house is a comfortable 
situation with no discrimination toward anyone. 

I believe there is no shame in having HIV/AIDS or 
being homeless. The shame is when you do nothing 
to improve your condition and quality of your life. 

I have been in Caracole for less than three months 
and I'm in the process of getting my GED, having 
necessary dental work, and I have started to look 
into permanent housing. I don't think I would be 
even close to any of this if it wasn't for Caracole. 

Caracole: 23 Years of Service to the HIV/AIDS 
Community 

Caracole's mission is to provide safe, affordable 
housing and supportive services for individuals and 
families living with HIV/AIDS. Founded in 1987, 
Caracole House was the first licensed adult care 
facility in Ohio for people living with HIV/AIDS. 

Today, Caracole provides direct care services and 
housing to people with HIV/AIDS and their families 
along a continuum of care. More than 1,200 people 
have been housed through Caracole's programs. 

For more information please call 513.761.1480 or 
visit www.caracole.orgv 
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A Shooting at 
Tucker’s: The 
Follow Up 

In the previous issue, Streetvibes 
published a lengthy story dealing with 
reactions in Over-the-Rhine to the violent 
crime at Tucker's Restaurant, a favorite 
eatery in the neighborhood. On Tuesday, 
February 1, exactly two weeks after the 
shooting, I visited the diner one more 
time to check on the situation. 


Jim Luken 

Contributing Writer 

tJoe Tucker seemed in a good mood as he 
prepared hamburgers and Tucker's famous 
pancakes on the grill. Carla, Joe's wife— 
injured in the shooting—was still not back 
to work. The telephone rang, and Rick, the 
waiter, told Joe that Fox News was coming 
in to shoot a segment and that Channel 
Twelve was on the way. I asked Joe what was 
the occasion, and he informed me that the 
police had apprehended a suspect whom 
they were convinced was responsible for the 
shooting. 

Information available at the time 
indicated that each of the two intruders has 
used shotguns, but Joe said that only one 
had carried a gun, which was a combination 
shotgun and .22 caliber rifle. The gunman 
fired using each side of his weapon, Joe said, 
hitting Carla with birdshot from the shotgun, 
and, apparently, paralyzing 18 year-old 
Ranisha Burgin with a .22 round. 

I asked Tucker how everyone was doing, 
physically and emotionally at this point. 


"We're all going to get better, but it will take 
time. The whole thing was terrifying," he 
said. "You don't get over that kind of thing 
easily." 

According to Joe, the good thing is that, 
contrary to his expectations, business at the 
restaurant has been better that it was before 
the shooting. Loyalty seems to be one of the 
virtues in Over-the-Rhine. 

The Enquirer (Feb 1) reported that the 
suspect was living in the neighborhood on 
McMicken Street. According to the police 
report, the 21 year-old man had finally come 
out of hiding in order to sell some drugs, at 
which point they were able to apprehend 
him. He was charged with two counts of 
felonious assault as well as a number of 
other charges. His bail was set at $382,000. 

Streetvibes apologizes for last issue's 
caption under its front-page picture from 
Tucker's Restaurant. The woman in the photo 
was Maynie Tucker, mother of the owner, not 
Carla Tucker, the wife. 
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“They handed out tens of millions as they 
diligently worked to slash funding for basic 
human services, swimming pools, health clinics 
and battered women’s shelters.” 


Bye Bye 
Berding! 

Jeff Berding's 
Shameful Legacy 

Justin Jeffre 

Is Berding quitting because he can't get the job 
done? Berding doesn't seem to want to clearly 
explain himself to the voters. While there does 
certainly nothing wrong with a person who 
wants to spend more time with his family, what 
if it's just a lie to try and save face? Sen. Chris 
Dodd graciously said at his recent retirement 
announcement, "There's nothing more pathetic, 
in my view, than a politician who announces 
they're only leaving public life to spend more time 
with their family." Like Dodd, Berding's chances 
of being reelected looked slim after he pissed off 
everyone from his own Democratic Party to the 
Fraternal Order of Police by saying one thing and 
doing the exact opposite. 

Jeff Berding will leave office because his job 
with Mike Brown's Bengals is in trouble. Berding's 
job entails selling high end boxes which have 
becoming increasingly vacant and even hard 
core fans have had enough. According to one 
unhappy box owner, who wished to remain 
anonymous, "Not only does the team suck, they 
treat the people that waste tons of money on their 
over-priced boxes like crap." He wasn't hesitant 
to give a disappointing example how. According 
to our source, his company asked the team if 
they could get two on-field tickets so they could 
bring two terminally ill children on the field. The 


Jeff Berding 

Source: The Cincinnati Beacon 

team said yes, but once they got to the game Jeff 
Berding said they weren't going to give them the 
tickets for the terminally ill kids because their 
company wasn't renewing their boxes next year. 

This kind of behavior is Jeff Berding's legacy. 

Even before his stint on council, Berding helped 
Mike Brown sell Hamilton County voters on a 
scandalous stadium deal that, at the time, must 
have made even the biggest corporate Welfare 
Kings blush. The Bengals lied in these shady 
negotiations—which have left the county with 
budget problems that continue to get worse and 
worse. And Mike Brown doesn't even have the 
decency to field a respectable NFL team. 

Berding—along with his corporate owned 
cabal made up of Chris Bortz, Leslie Ghiz, and 
Chris Monzel—have been referred to as "fiscally 
responsible", but they have consistently handed 
out corporate welfare like drunken sailors. They 
handed out tens of millions as they diligently 
worked to slash funding for basic human services, 
swimming pools, health clinics and battered 
women's shelters. 

They had the "courage" to do that despite the 
fact that they told human services advocates they 
supported human services on the campaign trail. 


They had the "courage" to hurt our community's 
most vulnerable despite the fact that a 2007 poll 
showed overwhelming support for funding human 
services. 

What else can we count towards this bird¬ 
brained legacy? 

How about City Hall's "Hurry Up Offense"? 
Berding heralded in a set of rules that allowed 
every council item to get rushed through as an 
"Emergency Ordinance." This hurry-up strategy 
frustrates any attempt by interested citizens to get 
organized and to represent the people's interests 
before council. 

Perhaps we should also count the useless 
"strong mayor" form of government, an initiative 
for which Berding had an instrumental role before 
joining council. It was the brainchild of the 
Cincinnati business community. This system has 
done nothing to improve government, unless you 
count adding ceremonial positions and full staffs 
with high price tags. 

How could anyone forget the panhandling tax? 
Trying to criminalize homelessness wasn't enough 
for Berding. He went so far as to try and tax the 
spare change thrown into a homeless vet's cup! 

Taken as a whole, it's clear the trajectory of 
Berding's career: a shill for corporate interests, 
an enemy of the poor and downtrodden, and 
an activist working to pervert democracy in an 
attempt to jam legislation through without public 
input. The only thing worse than Berding's legacy 
is the fact that his "brother" Chris Bortz gets to 
pick someone just like him as a replacement. 
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Van Jones: 

An intimate 
conversation 
with a 
visionary 
for change 

Prominent leader 
provides OTR 
Community with a 
message of optimism 

Jeni Jenkins 
Staff Writer 

In 1976 President Ford told the public to "seize 
the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected 
accomplishments of black Americans in every 
area of endeavor throughout our history."The US 
and Canada continues to celebrate the lives and 
achievements of great African American leaders 
during Black History Month every February. While 
it's necessary to remember prominent African 
Americans from our past, it's equally important to 
distinguish the contributions of our contemporary 
leaders who are making a difference today. 

Van Jones is one such leader and a visionary 
for change. As the co-founder of three non-profit 
organizations centered on empowering the 
disadvantaged (The Ella Baker Center for Human 
Rights, Color of Change and Green for All) Jones 
has already achieved admirable status; still his list 
of accomplishments runs even deeper. 

The author of the New YorkTimes bestseller 
The Green Collar Economy: How One Solution 
Can Solve Our Two Biggest Problems, Jones offers 
an insightful framework for stimulating our 
economy while simultaneously tackling global 
warming and environmental degradation.This 
scholarship led him to positions as special adviser 
on green jobs at the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality in 2009 and as a Senior 
Fellow at the Center for American Progress. 
Additionally, Jones'received special recognition in 
several publications including Essence Magazine's 
25 most inspiring African Americans in 2008 and 
in 2009, Ebony Magazine's "Power 150," as well 
as one of Time magazine's 100 people who most 
affect our world. 

On January 20, this Yale-educated civil rights 
attorney and professor at Princeton, paid a 
special visit to Miami University to speak on, 
"Environmental Justice and the Green-Collar 
Economy." Prior to his larger presentation, 
a small group of around 20 Over-the-Rhine 
community members participated in an intimate 
luncheon at the Miami Center for Community 
Engagement, where Jones spoke openly about 
his perspective on the economy and how small 
grassroots groups can come together and make a 
difference. According to Thomas Dutton, Director 
of the center, "Jones visited Over-the-Rhine to 
learn about the struggles that continue in urban 
areas for human rights. The conversation was 
powerful as community residents, students, and 
construction workers met to discuss his uplifting 
and visionary message." 

After hearing from voices around the room 
about the major concerns facing our community 
including poverty, joblessness, homelessness 


Local 
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Van Jones’ Visit to GCCH Source: GCCH 


and gentrification, Jones offered a macro-level 
explanation of the complexities of our current 
energy situation and its connection to the local 
economy. 

As you fly into Cincinnati, Jones explains, "you 
see rooftop after rooftop and every one of those 
could have solar panels on them generating clean 
free electricity and that could be entrepreneurial 
opportunities. We have a lot of good carpenters 
here, you are already 80% trained just based off 
that. If we have the right policies in place you 
can start powering America with clean abundant 
energy that could democratize the grid." 

According to Jones, one barrier to improving 
our economic situation is that those who control 
energy sources spent millions of dollars de-railing 
President Obama's green agenda to prevent clean 
energy programs from taking off. The reason these 
companies can do this is because "they make 
62 million dollars a day in profit, every day... 
these big oil companies are the most profitable 
companies in the history of the world." And with 
energy as "the big money maker and job producer 
globally" some of us will likely live on a planet 
with 10 billion people—and all of them are going 
to want to have access to products that use energy. 

While human civilization has been powered 
on non-renewable resources the question Jones 
poses is "how are we going to keep powering 
human civilization?" Jones says we must 
recognize that the demand for energy is going to 
go up while the supply for fossil fuels is going to 
go down, leaving a big gap. As a result, we have to 
either bring our demand for energy down or fill 
that gap with new energy sources. The creation of 
new energy sources will create a tremendous set 
of opportunities to launch new businesses, hire 
people and make the country less dependent on 
foreign oil sources. 

Unfortunately, standing in the way are 
corporate interests who don't want to see 
successful green policies in place because 
"one of the key struggles with democracy right 
now,[is] who is going to control the energy future 
of America and therefore the world." Jones 
draws parallels to those corporate interests 
standing in the way of making the Over-the- 
Rhine neighborhood good for the people who 
live here instead of for those who don't. As 
Indiana, Michigan and Ohio are starting to shed 
populations due to the economic situation, this 
could be circumvented if we found a way of 
turning the "rust belt" into a "green belt." 

Jones was tasked with figuring out how to 
do make his ideas a reality,"I can tell you right 


now it's doable. The thing about green products, 
wind turbines, solar panels—they don't make 
themselves, they don't put themselves up, and 
they don't distribute themselves around the world. 
That's all labor, that's all jobs." With successful 
green policies in place we can "put all your auto 
workers back to work, and all your steel workers 
back to work" and "you don't have to wait for 
any new technology, you don't have to wait 
for any workers, if you can make a car you can 
make a wind turbine." At the same time we have 
carpenters out of work and while "we may not 
be building a lot of new houses...we are going 
to have to re-build and re-green all this existing 
housing stock and while we are doing it throw a 
solar panel on top." 

For Jones it's important for Americans to 
understand that both political parties signed 
off on legislation that sent our jobs overseas, 
created the housing crisis and led to the decline 
of our education system and while the people 
are divided as a result, we need to know that 
"it's a puppet show, and at the end of the day it's 
going to come down to people like me and you. 

We changed history when we elected president 
Obama... but we sat down and now we need to 
stand back up." According to Jones, in all of these 
little struggling communities "we have to unite... 
America is going down the drain because we are 
not united." 

Jones'talk with the small group was just one 
of hundreds of talks he is having in the coming 
months as he travels around the country talking 
to people from disadvantaged backgrounds, 
advocates and "ordinary people" getting them on 
the same page making his proposal for a clean 
energy economy a little more real. For Catie 
Dargue of the Coalition for the Homeless, Jones' 
talk made a real impact "It's an inspiration to 
Cincinnati and our country that someone cares 
enough about the future of Americans that he 
would sit down and learn about our community. 
Being able to communicate his vision for our 
country while listening to our successes as well as 
concerns, gives me hope." 

On July 4th of this year, we will see the 
launch of a nationwide campaign called 
IVoice. This campaign is aimed at uniting 
communities and working towards lifting 
people out of poverty. 

For more information about Van Jones 
and his IVoice Campaign visit www. 
vanjones.net. 
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A Very Special Thank You 




Thsink you to all the patrons at Cincinnati Playhouse the Park who 
generously donated to the Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless 
this winter. Also, a big thank you to the actors of A Christmas Carol 
who collected the money by caroling after the show. 


Visit the Playhouse's website at www.cincyplay.com to find out more 
about their shows in a setting that is second to none. 
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The title of this column is taker from the 
1 ■&ft6 film "Little? Shop of Horrors*" where 
a plant keeper roust meet the demands 
of a ravenous plant that feeds on 
hu mans, instead of pis nts that feed on 
people, this column is for people who 
feed on plants'! 


SAVORY BRUSCH ETTA-ESQVE PIZZA 


■**H0 m 


Funny thing about bruschetta* it's not something that you really think about making for dinner. No, usually this 
tasty little Italian appetizer Is served as finger food at parties and gatherings. But the great thing about it is that 
because it so closely resembles pizza it can serve you well as a main dish. For this recipe I actually went a different 
direction then I had originally intended because the Kroger I went shopping at didn't have fresh basil or ripe 
tomatoes so I improvised. To my surprise* it turned outdelish. If you are on a tight budget but craving something 
satisfying yet easy* you can try this as a main dish. Serving size* 4-5 bellies 


Ingredients: 

1 can Italian style diced tomatoes* drained 

1 loaf French bread* sliced down the middle 
4 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

2 tablespoons butter* softened 
2 cloves fresh garlic, minced 

8 oz, Kroger brand shredded Italian cheese 
1 tablespoon Italian seasoning 

Approximate Cost; 


Cost at Kroger: 

.77 

1,99 

m 

25 

20 

1.50 

$5.31 


■Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees 
■ Lay bread face up on a baking sheet 

•Combine olive oil* butter and garlic in a small bowl and mix until 
smooth. Brush garlic mixture on bread. 

■Spread the diced tomatoes evenly on bread. 

■Sprinkle bread with the cheese 
■Top with italian seasoning 
■Bake in oven uncovered for 15-20 minutes cheese is melted or until hot 
and bubbly 
■Voila, FEED! 













10 International News .. ] 


Kato murder 
re-ignites gay 
rights debate 

It's often said that the first casualty of 
war is truth. That time-honored truism 
has gathered more weight in Uganda 
over the past week as conservatives 
and human rights campaigners 
exchange conflicting theories over 
the demise of prominent gay activist, 
David Kisuule Kato. 

Joe Opio 

WWW.STREETNEWSSERVICE.ORG 

or the government of Uganda, the timing of Kato's death couldn't have 
been more unfortunate. Kato was killed on January 26, a national 
holiday perennially reserved to commemorate the ascent to power of the 
ruling National Resistance Movement party. 

Kato was the face of Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG), an advocacy group 
actively campaigning against the controversial Anti-Homosexuality Bill. 

It's a story that has proved enduring ever since, forcing the government on 
the defensive. 

The international press, foreign governments and gay rights activists 
have cast Kato's death as the inevitable result of the prevailing climate of 
homophobia in Uganda; a charge the government refutes. 

Kale Kayihura, the Inspector General of Police, insists that Kato's murder 
had nothing to do with his activism, adding that he was just a victim of a 
private disagreement. 

"The circumstances surrounding this incident have no indication 
regarding Kato's campaign against the Anti-Homosexuality Bill before 
Parliament," Kayihura said days after the murder became public. 

Human rights activists, though, beg to differ. They maintain that it's no 
coincidence that Kato got killed a mere month after his face appeared in a 
local tabloid that published pictures and addresses of Uganda's "Top 100 
Homosexuals" under the screaming front-page headline, "Hang Them!" 

In a press release soon after the police's statement, the activists wrote: 

"The Sexual Minorities Uganda (SMUG) and the entire Ugandan Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Intersex Community stand together to 
condemn the killing of David Kato and call for the Ugandan Government, 

Civil Society, and Local Communities to protect sexual minorities across 
Uganda. David has been receiving death threats since his face was put on 
the front page of Rolling Stone Magazine, which called for his death and the 
death of all homosexuals." 

Kato's lawyer claims that the activist had feared for his safety prior to his 
death, even alerting police. But the government and conservatives believe 
that by condemning the Kato's murder as homophobia-driven, the local 
gay rights movement and its foreign supporters are intent on pushing their 
agenda by converting a victim of random violence into a martyr. 

The heated war of words between the conservatives and human rights 
activists has cooled down a notch since police arrested Enock Nsubuga, who 
confessed to perpetrating the murder. 

But the two sides continue to exchange harsh rhetoric. 

"The killing was an act of thuggery,"Information and National Guidance 
Minister Kabakumba Masiko stated at a recent press conference. "It was not 
organised because of what he was. Much as homosexuality is prohibited 
by the Constitution, his death was a (private) mission gone bad. The 
government is doing whatever it takes to ensure that those who killed Kato 
are brought to book." 

Val Kalende, the Chairperson of the Board at Freedom and Roam Uganda 
however asserts that the government can't wash its hands clean of its 
culpability. 



Human Rights activist Sarah Mukasa talks to the media during a press 
conference organized by gay rights campaigners in Uganda. 

Source: Joe Opio 

"David's death is a result of the hatred planted in Uganda by US 
Evangelicals in 2009. The Ugandan Government and the so-called U.S 
Evangelicals must take responsibility for David's blood!" 

But who exactly is telling the truth? 

Gay activists remain bitter that soon after Kato's death, local police tried 
to dismiss the murder as just the latest in a spate of crimes orchestrated by 
iron-bar wielding thugs. 

The police maintains that its initial position was a logical assumption, 
given that Kato was a resident of the same Mukono area which has seen over 
a dozen people clobbered to death using iron-bars in the last two months. 

The police has since changed its stand, especially after arresting Nsubuga, 
an ex-convict. 

Nsubuga admitted guilt over Kato's murder in an extra-judicial statement 
he recorded at Mukono magistrate's court. 

The 22-year old Nsubuga revealed that he killed Kato for enticing him 
into homosexual practices with material and financial promises that never 
materialized. 

"The suspect was working in Kato's garden at the time of the activist's 
death," revealed Police chief Kayihura. "According to the suspect, Kato, 46, 
promised to pay him money for having sex with him. But Kato never fulfilled 
his promise. The suspect then took a hammer from the bathroom and fatally 
beat Kato. The attack was not a hate crime, as has been widely reported, but 
rather stemmed primarily from the suspect's desire to get money from Kato." 

Kayihura nevertheless cautioned the public and anti-homosexuality 
pastors against being insensitive to the gay community in the country. "You 
must be sensitive. You should stop engaging in extremist campaigns that can 
be interpreted differently." 

If the police had hoped that Nsubuga's confession would put the matter to 
rest, they must have been monumentally disappointed. 

Gay rights activists have questioned the veracity of Nsubuga's confession, 
stating that, if anything, the latter's claims are designed to further portray gay 
people in unflattering light. 

"Nsubuga's reasons for murdering Kato depict Kato as a deceitful human 
being,"a SMUG official said. "He's also portrayed as someone who used 
promises to make Nsubuga do things the latter didn't want to do. This is 
consistent with messages from homophobes who have accused the gay 
rights movement of using gifts and money to entrap and entice young 
students into homosexuality. This is wrong. It's also a calculated attempt 
to smear Kato's name even in death and to further depict the gay rights 
movement in Uganda in negative light. By showing that Nsubuga murdered 
Kato because of lies, the police might even be trying to send out a message 
that all gay relationships are bound to end this way; in cold-blooded 
murder." 

Some activists have gone on to express fear that Nsubuga might just be 
a fall guy, as the government strives to deflect the international scrutiny 
that could fall upon Uganda were Kato's death to be proven to have been 
motivated by bias toward gays. 

It's an understandable, if not verifiable suspicion, seeing as Uganda's 
sodomy laws that punish homosexual acts by 14 years to life in prison and 
the 2009 Anti-Homosexuality Bill that seeks the death penalty have already 
foisted an unforgiving international spotlight upon this land-locked East 
African nation of 30 million inhabitants. 


WANT MORE STREETVIBES? | CHECK OUT THE STREETVIBES BLOG 

http://streetvibes.wordpress.com 
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Egypt in 
Crisis 

Human Rights 
Activists and 
Journalists 
Endangered 

Laura Osborn-Coffey, 

Amnesty International USA 
Group 86 Coordinator 



The government says the protests are illegal and has launched a crackdown, reportedly arresting up to 1,000 
people. Source: AFP/Getty Images. 


Imagine that you go into work on an ordinary 
morning. Only this morning, you are arrested and 
pulled out of your ordinary office, just for doing 
what you have always done - working towards 
ending human rights abuses. Not many of us have 
had this happen - but on Thursday February 3rd, 
in Cairo Egypt, an Amnesty International staff 
person, and a Human Rights watch staff were both 
taken from their office and arrested. 

Larry Cox, Executive Director of Amnesty 
USA reported to the Amnesty USA membership 
on Thursday February 3rd: "Our hearts nearly 
stopped this morning when we heard the news... 
one of our own, a member of the Amnesty 
International staff, was detained by police 
in Cairo after the Hisham Mubarak Law Center 
was taken over by military police. Our colleague 
was taken along with at least three others, 
including a delegate from Human Rights Watch. 
We do not know their current whereabouts." He 
pleaded with the American activists to step up to 
the table and take action. 

Many people ask,"Why should Americans 
be concerned with the human rights abuses 
occurring in the wake of the protests and violence 
in Egypt?" Amnesty's simple response is: because 
violence to the human rights of people in one 
country is violence to human rights anywhere 
around the globe. It always seems that the first 
people targeted in any such protests are the 
journalists, for this is the group of people who 
make sure that the rest of the world knows what 
is going on and the human rights defenders, who 
report on abuses by governments. We have seen 
pattern this recently in such other countries such 
as Myanmar, Sri Lanka and China. Amnesty's 
stance is that human rights monitors, including 
journalists, be allowed the freedom to do their 
crucial work at this time of crisis, in whatever 
country the crisis may be occurring. A second and 
more immediate reason is that any disruption in 
the Middle East usually causes an immediate rise 
in our national gas prices, which then increases 
the prices of all of our goods, which we see at the 
groceries and other stores. 

Leading up to the present conflict in Egypt 
was the parliamentary elections in November 
2010, which were marred by violence and 
irregularities. Eight people were reported to 
have died, scores more were wounded across 
the country, and Amnesty International called 
for Egyptian authorities to open independent 


investigations into the deaths. The organization 
is also concerned that the election violence bodes 
poorly for expected presidential elections later 
in 2011. On Jan. 1,2011, a bombing of a Coptic 
Christian church in Alexandria killed 23 and 
injured many others. Amnesty condemned the 
attack, and noted that the government had failed 
to protect Copts and other religious minorities. In 
addition, government security forces harassed and 
intimidated people who were engaged in public 
displays of support for victims of the bombing. 

Amnesty International has called on the 
Egyptian Vice President, Omar Suleiman, to 
stop the violence unleashed by pro-government 
supporters in Cairo and across the country 
amid fresh reports of a renewed crackdown 
on journalists and activists. Journalists were 
reportedly detained, and activists harassed by 
security forces following recent violence that saw 
at least five killed and several hundred wounded 
in the fighting between pro- and anti-government 
supporters in Cairo's Tahrir Square. One of the 
most pressing human rights concerns that 
Amnesty International has documented is the 
use of emergency legislation to arrest and detain 
people without charge or trial; especially after the 
protests. 

Last week these concerns were made very 
real with the arrests of our fellow human rights 
workers in Egypt. Larry Cox pleaded with our 
American membership: "Please, we need you 
to speak up with the voice of the international 
human rights movement.Tell Egyptian officials 
to release Amnesty International's staff member 
and all human rights monitors." And they and 
Amnesty members worldwide did so. 

On February 5th, in Cairo, the Amnesty 
International staffs were reunited with their 
missing colleagues. They stated, "While we were 
incredibly relieved by the news of their release 
after 

32 painful and sleepless hours of anxiety, and 
excited by our few quick phone conversations 
with them, we could not rest until they were in 
a place of safety and were able to get a much 
needed meal, shower and clean beds. Our anxiety 
was heightened by the fact that they were released 
some four hours after the curfew began. We 
weren't sure where they were being dropped off 
by the military police who had detained them, 
without any proof of identity, taken from them at 
the time of arrest. 


"Luckily, there was a happy resolution and a 
happier reunion not too long after in front of a 
hotel. We were incredibly proud of our colleagues, 
who despite their fatigue and clearly difficult 
ordeal, were joking about parts of their experience 
in detention. A foreign photographer held with 
them who had been surprised that when told "five 
minutes" in Egypt this did not actually mean five 
minutes." 

There are still many other people who remain 
arrested or detained in Egypt, and many people 
worldwide are watching with great interest to see 
what will occur in neighboring countries, such 
as Syria and Jordan. 

Go to www.amnesty-usa.org to take immediate 
action on the human rights crisis in Egypt. 

Whether in a high-profile conflict or a forgotten 
corner of the globe, Amnesty International, 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, campaigns for 
justice, freedom and dignity for all. 

Laura Osborn-Coffey, MSW, LISW-S 

Laura has been dedicated to the field of social 
work for the last 25 years. She graduated from the 
Salem International University with a Bachelors 
of Science in Equestrian Studies, then attended 
and graduated from the University of Cincinnati, 
School of Social Work in 1986. Experienced in a 
variety of fields including mental health, alcohol/ 
drug, and the aging populations, she recently 
worked at Bethany House Services, a non-profit 
homeless service agency in Hamilton County, OH. 

Laura has been an active member of Amnesty 
International, on the local and Mid-west levels 
over the last 25 years. She is the coordinator of 
the Cincinnati Local Group 86 - the community 
based chapter of Amnesty International USA. She 
is also Amnesty's'Area Coordinator'for the state 
of Ohio, a role in which she stays in touch with 
the Amnesty groups statewide. She has been a 
'trainer'within Amnesty, has done workshops at 
the local, regional and national level; and she has 
assisted with coordinating three Midwest Regional 
Amnesty conferences in Cincinnati since 1989. 
Within Group 86, Laura and the local volunteers 
have organized events over the years to bring the 
plight of worldwide human rights abuses to the 
attention of the greater Cincinnati community. 

In her spare time, Laura does spinning, 
weaving, quilting, writing, and gardening; she 
has five cats and two horses, a husband and two 
grandchildren (not in that order). 
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Aliens with Extraordinary Skills 

A review about illegal - 

immigrants not E.T. 



Liz Vosmeier and Matthew Lewis Johnson clown around in Aliens with 
Extraordinary Skills. Credit: Deogracias Lerma. 


Catie Dargue 
Staff Writer 

F ive minutes into the play and 
I'm still waiting for the UFO 
to land and these so-called Aliens 
to emerge. Instead I'm watching 
a Moldovan Clown make balloon 
animals and wondering if I'm in the 
right play. Oh, I get it. You'll have 
to excuse me, I was thinking space 
aliens. 

The Know Theatre's production of 
Saviana Stanescu's play is full of all 
sorts of hidden surprises,making you 
think twice about what you're seeing. 
The play starts with Nadia from 
Moldova and her Russian clowning 
pal Borat (yes like the movie), 
running away to New York to attempt 
to blend in the crowd, escape from 
a couple of agents that are chasing 
them for their fake circus Visas, and 
maybe even find happiness or a 
Green card. 

However, Nadia (who refers to 
herself as Ginger), finds it more 
difficult than expected to come up 
with the $750 rent to sleep on her 
roommate and budding friend, 
Lupita'scouch. Meanwhile, Borat 
gets stuck working as a cab driver 
and feels exhausted by the work 
hours as well as the people of the 
city. It's your basic story of boy 
and girl go separate directions, boy 
stalks girl's roommate, random guy 
from Craigslist stalks both girls, and 
everybodyends up okay in the end. 


Or something likethat. 

The play has a fun and light 
atmosphere magnetically 
pushingagainst the very real problem 
that the two immigrants face. The 
INS agents (played by two women: 
Beth Harris and MJ Jurgensen) 
provide a very haunting reality for 
Nadia along her journey, however, 
their characters are so 'clownish' 
in many ways that they come 
across as comic relief and less of a 
threat. Almost unnecessary to the 
script,they are the most confusing of 
characters. 

Liz Vosmeier's balances her 
naturally comic Ginger with 
therealities that face Nadia. That 
said, Kaitlin Becker's performance 
of the aspiring actress roommate 
Lupita is close to stealing the show 
from Nadia. Matthew Lewis Johnson 
has some very touching moments 
as his character Borat struggles to 
find if it's love or if it's a Green card 
he's after. My favorite line had to be, 
"That Mexican Pizza guy was really 
hot for you and he just got his Visa." 
Bob, played by George Alexander, 
captures the annoying guy you learn 
to love. My only observation about 
the character's situation is that as 
someone who is personally married 
to a Green card holder, I know it's not 
as easy as just getting married to stay 
in the country and I questioned the 


playwright's research on the subject 
which becomes one of the major 
themes of the show. 

Besides that, my biggest criticism 
was probably of the set. The idea 
was creative enough but perhaps 
didn't translate as well from the 
design board to the construction. 
Three movable walls form the 
various locations for the actionand 
set pieces can be moved in and out 
through holes in the walls. The 
entire wall is lined with 8.5 x 11 in 
paper immigration forms;however I 
couldn't see this until after the show 
when I ventured on set to see what 
I had been staring at for the last 
couple of hours. The holes in the 
setare covered by paper too but only 
in long rows which allow for items to 
be rolled in or out. Think those big 
floppy clothsyou drive under to enter 
a car wash. My first thought was, 

'will this set last for the whole run of 
the show?' An interesting concept 
but the construction didn't translate 
well and in places the assembly 
looked a bit messy. 

Some inspired designs with video 
recording and projection were 


produced thatdidn't distract from 
the play but rather enhanced the 
scene. My favorite was a car driving 
through New York for Borat's cab. 

The costumes are fun and there's an 
effective use of staying with a theme 
for each character. Nadia in a giant 
hamburger suit saying/Everything 
is possible'is one of those perfect 
ephemeral moments enhanced by 
the costuming. 

All and all, it's worth the 
wonderfully priced tickets at Know 
Theatre and is a very unique way of 
looking at a current hot topic and 
political event from the point of 
view of the people most affected. 

I'll even forgive the playwright for 
suddenly breaking the forth wall at 
the end to catch the audience up on 
what transpired. Just be ready for 
anything in this play as nothing is 
too farfetched. Except for UFOs and 
space Aliens, don't get your hopes up 
as they are not in this play. 

Jan 29th - Feb 26th 2011. You 
can purchase tickets online at 
www.knowtheatre.com or call the 
Know Theatre box office at (513) 
300-KNOW (5669). 


Book Release Announcement! 


Looking Beyond the Storm: 

Selections of Poetry 

B¥ 

MWcrtn 0 Vmwf 



BOOK DETAILS: 

Read & Experience Hie encourag¬ 
ing & mnriuarinnal poeirjf nflhe 
author, which was inspired by a 
journey ol relentless hope in the 
lacc of personal cr ises, written 
especially Tar anyone who is seek- 
inu hope tn me race or menial ill¬ 
ness. 


HOWTO ORDER: 

Orders can now be made 
directly from Amazon.com 

10% of sales will go to OoIumbLi5 P 
Ohio’s Faith Mission Homeless 
Shelter! 


"it u uaporiant tfutf bfitek peopfe fait; io one another; thar we 
tufk mthfriemh muf uffies, for the (effing of our Stories enables 
ns t# name our pout. our suffering tifufrti seek Aeoiinp.” 

- hefl htiuks 


For more Information contact trie author 
using the information below; 

Malcolm 0. Vareer 
Phone: ■; 614) 483-4066 
Email: maioolmv82(%ahoD.com 
Bl q£ http7/1 Mng2 write hlogjspotoom 
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Excerpts from 
Looking Beyond 
the Storm: 

Selections of Poetry 

By Malcolm O. Varner 

Beyond the Storm 

Let me soar on high like an eagle, 
and while gliding in this here great sky, 
let me look below and marvel, 
knowing how far I’ve come. 

Let me soar on high like an eagle, 
and while flying high in the air, 
let me look beyond the storm, 
and prepare my wings to get me there. 

Let me soar on high like an eagle, 

and while gaining new heights above storm clouds, 

let me use adverse winds 

to propel me toward my goal. 

Let me soar on high like an eagle, 

and while floating with turbulent winds to my back, 

let me look far ahead, 

flying gracefully into blue skies. 


True Love 


Reverberate 


When Art gave birth to Writing, 

she had no idea how deeply for her daughter I’d 
fall. 

A belle dame is she, so pure in every way, 

upon each occasion we meet is sure to brighten 
up my day. 

Of her I dream at work and likewise why I come 
home running. 

Her body is filled with sounds that titillate my ears, 
the rhythm of her movements brings me to tears. 
And when we’re apart, 

I contend with a void where empty echoes live in 
my heart. 

But then, when we become intertwined as one, 


May the melodies of my words 
echo hope across hopeless hearts. 

May the sounds of my words pierce 
peace into minds in misery like darts. 

May the rhythm and grace of her 
dance inspire an incessant will to win. 

May the style of her steps propel 
impoverished feet towards prosperity. 

May the slender lines of his smooth 
sculpture give awe to opportunities. 

May the depth of details in his design 
help discover hidden potential. 

May the cheery chirps of birds at dawn 
energize eyes to see newness. 

May the consistency of their calls 
inspire positive mantras to be muttered. 


the consummation of our love shall not be undone. 
As a woman, she will complete me as a man, 
and I will live to show her beauty as long as I can. 


May the light of the symphonic 
morning sun radiate daily delight. 

May the warmth of its rays renew 
commitment to compassion. 

May the acts of inhaling and exhaling 
give reason to fight and prevail. 

May the essence of life justify the 
act of completely playing one’s part. 


My Fathers House 

Willa D Jones 



... Then I go to my brot&et 
And I say "brother, help me please" 

But he winds up knocking me 

Back down on my knees 

There been times that I thought I wouldn 

last for long 

Now think I'm able to carry on 

It's been a long, a long time coming but I 

know 

A change gon' come, oh yes it will. ” i ■ 

Sam Cooke “Change Gon' Coi\e\ 

If you would like to submit lyrics (hat have spoken to you or helped you through a difficult 
lime, please send Ihcm to icnmartin@cincihomolcss.ora 


In my Father’s house there are many mansions 
Many mansions, with many rooms to rest and pray in 
In good times, in bad times, day, night, sleep or wake times 
All the time I spend in my Father’s house because his house is mines 
When I was homeless, a drunkard, a drug addict and all alone 
I found much comfort and peace just praising in song 
When I was hungry, hair nappy, dirty and smelling really bad 
I held onto my sanity, when my belief in pray was all I had 
As in any house with rules, my Father has commandments of ten 
Even though I would make mistakes, I’d always repent of my sins 
And ask for forgiveness with the understanding to make a change 
A change for the best so there would be no more fear or pain 
Taking what each day brings in pray and always believe 
Having faith to know that my Father’s will is best for me 
While searching for God’s love, wisdom and understanding 
I come into the realization of just what my heart was demanding 
I began to go to church to learn more about my Father’s house 
I found peace and my soul was saved I could finally announce 
I learn that there is a place in my Father’s house for everyone 
The young, the old, the lost and the sick at heart and mind 
I learned the mistakes I’d made were all of one kind 
I understand today that we must learn from the mistakes we’ve made 
And know only by the grace of God can our souls be saved 
So won’t you come visit in the house of my Father 
Learn the bible and know that with my Father there is no other 
Take your time and search you soul to truly find yourself 
An understand that in our Father’s house is where we’ll be forever 
safe with plenty of help 



In celebration of Black History (VAonffyv ^ 
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is possible for me is possible fyO< 

-Frederick Douglass(1818-18$^) 

<■- JL' \ • 

.,rJ fcnow that we are inferior to you in some things--virfually 'inferior. He walk 
about you like dwarfs among giants. Our heads are scarcely seen above the great sea of 
humanity. The Germans are superior to'.ias.£ ths Irish are superior to usr the Yankees are 
superior to u s/ they can do what we cannot, that is, what we have not hitherto been al¬ 
lowed to do. But while I maJfce this 1 admission, I utterly deny, that we are originally, 
or naturally,-'’or practically, -j?r in any way, or in any important sense, inferior to 
anybody on this gl obe .-.Thi s charge of inferiority is an old dodge. Jt has been made 
available fpr oppression on many occasions. It is only about six centuries since the 
blue-eyed and fair-haired Anglo-Saxons were considered inferior by the haughty Normans f 
who once trampled upon them* If you read the history of the Npruian Congne^ty you will 
find that this proud Anglo-Saxon was once looked upon as of coarser clay than his 
Norman master* and might be found in the highways and byways of <%ld England laboring 
.with a brass collar opihis neefri y-an<T the name oir his master marJtecKqpon id. you were 
down then! You are up I airr glad you are up, and I want you to jbe^lad to help us 

UP ’y" . ' \ ^5^, 

The story of our inferiority is an old dodge, as I have said; foriwherever men 
oppress their fellows, wherever they enslave them* they will endeavor to find the 
needed apology for suoh enslavement and oppression in the oharaoter of tihe people op¬ 
pressed and enslaved-. - ,‘V.V 


Author, abolitionist, suffragist and human rights activist h -Oou^lass was arguably one of the most important 


* v American leaders of the nineteenth century. This ( 

’ subject of "The equality mep before +he 1 

assassinate of Presides 


‘ is from 'What the Blacfc ftAan Rants'’ lecture on j 
v within Jays of the close of the Civil (War an J the 
»Boston, ArriUBGS 
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Beautiful Music, Come 
Rain, Snow, or Shine 



Thomas and Mary Chapman have 
been visiting Over-the-Rhine every 
Sunday afternoon for the last 16 
years, come rain, snow or shine. 


They sing songs of hope and worship 
which lifts the spirits and gives hope 
to people living in this part of town. 
Here is a true act of social service. 
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Resources 



Shelter: Women and Children 

Central Access Point 381 -SAFE 

Cincinnati Union Bethel 768-6907 

300 Lytle Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Bethany House 557-2873 

1841 FairmountAve, Cinti, Ohio 45214 
Grace Place Catholic Worker House 681 -2365 
6037 Cary Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45224 
Salvation Army 762-5660 

131 E. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
YWCA Battered Women’s Shelter 872-9259 


St. Francis Soup Kitchen 535-2719 

Churches Active in Northside 591 -2246 

4230 Hamilton Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45223 
FreeStore/FoodBank 241-1064 

112 E. Liberty Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Madisonville Ed & Assistance Center 271-5501 
4600 Erie Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45227 
Serves area codes: 45226,45227,45208,45209 
St. Vincent de Paul 562-8841 

1125 Bank Street, Cinti, Ohio 45214 

Treatment: Men 


Shelter: Men 

City Gospel Mission 241-5525 

1419 Elm Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Justice Watch 241-0490 

St. Fran/St. Joe Catholic Work. House 381-4941 
1437 Walnut Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Mt. Airy Shelter 661 -4620 

Shelter: Both 


Charlie’s 3/4 House 784-1853 

2121 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Prospect House 921-1613 

682 Hawthorne Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45205 

Starting Over 961-2256 

Treatment: Women 

First Step Home 961 -4663 

2203 Fulton, Cinti, Ohio 45206 


Anthony House (Youth) 961-4080 

2728 Glendora Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45209 
Caracole (HIV/AIDS) 761-1480 

1821 Summit Road, Cinti, Ohio 45237 
Drop Inn Center 721-0643 

217 W. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 471 -1100 

Lighthouse Youth Center (Youth) 221 -3350 

3330 Jefferson, Cinti, Ohio 45220 

Housing: 


CMHA 721-4580 

Excel Development 632-7149 

OTR Community Housing 381-1171 

114 W. 14th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Tender Mercies 721 -8666 


27 W. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 

Tom Geiger House 961 -4555 

Dana Transitional Bridge Services 751-0643 

Volunteers of America 381-1954 

Anna Louise Inn 421-5211 


Food/Clothina 

Lord’s Pantry 621-5300 

OTR/Walnut Hills Kitchen & Pantry 961-1983 

OTR: 1620 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Walnut Hills: 2631 Gilbert, Cinti, Ohio 45206 
Our Daily Bread 621-6364 

1730 Race Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Treatment: Both 


AA Hotline 351-0422 

CCAT 381-6672 

830 Ezzard Charles Dr. Cinti, Ohio 45214 
Joseph House (Veterans) 241-2965 

1522 Republic Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Hamilton County ADAS Board 946-4888 

Recovery Health Access Center 281-7422 
Sober Living 681-0324 

Talbert House 641-4300 


Advocacy 


Catholic Social Action 421 -3131 

Community Action Agency 569-1840 

Contact Center 381 -4242 

1227 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Franciscan JPIC 721-4700 

Gr. Cinti Coalition for the Homeless 421-7803 
117 E. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Intercommunity Justice & Peace Cr. 579-8547 
Legal Aid Society 241 -9400 

Ohio Justice & Policy Center 421-1108 

Faces Without Places 363-3300 

Stop AIDS 421-2437 


Health 


Center for Respite Care 621-1868 

3550 Washington Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45229 


Crossroad Health Center 381-2247 

5 E. Liberty St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Health Resource Center 357-4602 

Homeless Mobile Health Van 352-2902 

McMicken Dental Clinic 352-6363 

40 E. McMicken Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Mental Health Access Point 558-8888 

Mercy Franciscan at St. John 981 -5800 

1800 Logan St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
NAMI of Hamilton County 458-6670 

PATH Outreach 977-4489 

Other Resources 


Center Independent Living Options 241-2600 
Emmanuel Community Center 241-2563 

1308 Race St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Peaslee Neighborhood Center 621-5514 

214 E. 14th St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Franciscan Haircuts from the Heart 381-0111 
1800 Logan St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
Goodwill industries 771-4800 

Healing Connections 751-0600 

Mary Magdalen House 721-4811 

1223 Main St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 
People Working Cooperatively 351-7921 
The Caring Place 631-1114 

United Way 211 

Women Helping Women 977-5541 

Off The Streets 421-5211 


Hamilton/Middletown 


St. Raephaels 863-3184 

Salvation Army 863-1445 

Serenity House Day Center 422-8555 

Open Door Pantry 868-3276 


Northern Kentucky 


Brighton Center 859-491-8303 

799 Ann St. Newport, KY 

ECHO/Hosea House 859-261-5857 

Fairhaven Resuce Mission 859-491-1027 

Homeward Bound Youth 859-581-1111 

Mathews House 859-261-8009 

Homeless & Housing Coalition 859-727-0926 
Parish Kitchen 859-581-7745 

Pike St. Clinic 859-291 -9321 

Transitions, Inc 859-491-4435 

Welcome House of NKY 859-431-8717 
205 West Pike Street, Covington, KY 41011 
Women’s Crisis Center 859-491-3335 
VA Domiciliary 859-559-5011 

VA Homeless 859-572-6226 
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Forging the Universal Human 


Martin Zeinway rebels 
against war and divisive 
identities 

"My artwork is a commentary on my war-torn 
origins and on the search for my identity" says 
Martin Zeinway."As a child I had to leave Liberia, 
my country of origin, devastated by an ongoing 
civil war, and resettle as a refugee in the USA. 

Before moving here I never considered myself 


to be'Black'. I was Liberian, then African. To 
Americans, however, I am first Black, then African, 
then Liberian; and to Black Americans, an African, 
who is Black, from Liberia. Who am I in reality?" 

Zeinway, a Cincinnati visual artist, arrived to 


the United States, with his uncle's family, at age 
14. He lived originally in Cleveland, OH, received 
a Bachelor's degree in Studio Art from Central 
State University, Wilberforce, OH, a Master's 
degree in Art Education form Miami University, 
Oxford, OH, and a Master in Fine Art degree from 
the University of Cincinnati (UC). He currently 
teaches art at Central State University and at 


Alliance Academy, a Cincinnati charter school. 

In undergrad, Zeinway mostly developed 
technique, acquired skills and learned the 
academic side of art. Preparing for his Master in 
Art Education, he started questioning himself, 
remembering his past experiences, allowing 
them to emerge. Painful memories, silenced until 
then, resurfaced. The war he lived as a child and 
the damages it caused and that he experienced 
when visiting back his country, had never left 
him. Images of violence, desolation, destruction, 
human loss and suffering, dormant for many 
years, started reappearing in his 
drawings. 

"I found myself sketching bodies 
without limbs, exploded bleeding 
heads, crying individuals, displaced 
families..."he says. "I knew where they 
were coming from." 

Encouraged by his professors to 
explore his feelings and concerns, he 
decided to create works about himself 
and his past and inform the viewer. 

War, violence and their negative 
effects, the destruction of his country 
and of its culture, the loss of life, disintegration 
of communities, became all part of his painted 
works. They spoke of the ugliness of armed 
conflicts and of the need to abolish them. 

A Mother's Cry, represents an African woman 
crying, her sons gone, recruited to 
be soldiers, her daughter forced to 
become a sex slave. Nothing is left 
to her, not even food depicted as 
fruit in the painting, alluding to both 
starvation and loss of her children, 
essential ingredients of her life. 
Zeinway was also indirectly referring 
to his own mother, sad, separated 
form her son she sent away not to be 
killed. 

In Decisions, a young pregnant 
lady stands next to writing that 
says: "All I wanted is some food, and 
now I carry the baby of the rebels," 
illustrating the unjust and inhuman 
pressures war places on individuals, 
especially women, for survival. 

The Peace Keeper, points to the 
irony of war; it shows a soccer ball 
next to 2 groups of fighters laying 
down their arms. During the war, 
fighters would often reunite and stop 
fighting just the time of a football 
game, the ball, thus, an elusive 
symbol of peace. 

The Role Reversal addresses 
the changes arm power inflicts 
on the traditional functioning 
of a community. It shows elders 
and elderly, in time of peace wise 
decision-makers of the tribe, 
silenced and replaced by powerful 
young gun-carrying fighters. 

In The Future Is Dead, an image of 
a man holding a gun and shooting 
overlaps silhouettes of kids. It refers 
to all the kids who lost their future 
becoming children fighters or who 
were, as well as their culture, killed 
due to war. 

Zeinway did many more paintings in his series, 
all focused on war, its detrimental effects on his 
country and life in general. In addition to his 
visual art, he also started writing down the outline 
of his life and experiences from the moment he 
was born. This led him to introspective analysis, 
to questioning about his identity, his role in a 
country different from his birth one, his future. It 



Martin Zeinway in his studio. 
Photo by Saad Ghosn 


also coincided with the beginning of his graduate 
school at UC. 

"Being at UC was challenging and frustrating 
at the same time," he says. "I wanted to do 
something different but did not know what. I felt 
unable to define myself, asking constantly: Who 
am I? Am I an artist, an educator, a student, a 
Liberian, a Black, an African, an American...? I felt 
lost with so many layers of identity." 

This is when Zeinway resorted again to his 
artwork for help, visualizing his dilemmas and, 
in the process, working towards their resolution. 

To emphasize his African identity he included in 
his new drawings and paintings Adinkra symbols 
from West Africa, representing popular proverbs 
and maxims. He also delved into the world of 
fashion, applying African fabrics and designs to 
western cloth and garments he would wear, thus 
pointing to the intricate stitched-up duality of his 
being. 

Who Am I?, a lithographic print with 
watercolor, displays the ongoing conflict between 
the 2 sides of his personality, the African Liberian 
and the American. It consists of 2 of his portraits 
shown back to back, one dressed in a western suit, 
the other in a suit layered with African fabric. In 
the background is the image of a child holding an 
AK47 gun, sitting in a classroom. Red, white and 
blue refer to the American flag and in the center 
is the Adinkra symbol of knowledge. Zeinway thus 
incorporated references to his African origin, his 
past as a child in a warring country, his experience 
in the West, his educated status wearing a suit, 
his search for knowledge... all sharing the surface 
of the same page, overlapping, yet coexisting in 
harmony. 

"Liberia created me and showed me how to 
love and care for humanity; America taught me 
how to live and work," he says. "I am a man of the 
world, rich of many experiences; I do not want to 
choose. The more categories we draw, the more 
divisiveness we generate." 

Zeinway will continue to use his art to oppose 
war and fight racial and social classifications. He 
wants his work to educate on the issues of identity, 
race, discrimination, and motivate for equality, 
peace and justice. He hopes one day to build an 
art school in his native Liberia to give children the 
opportunity to develop their creative talents at the 
service of a better world. 
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By Saad Ghosn 
Contributing Writer 



Who Am I , lithographic print with watercolor. Print and Photo 
by Martin Zeinway 


Artists as Activists is a regular column highlighting Greater Cincinnati artists who use art as a vehicle for change. 
Saad Ghosn is the founder of SOS Art. Ghosn can be reached at saad.ghosn@uc.edu. 















